
A STUDY OF “THE SAINTS THROUGH THE CENTURIES” 

By Richard Thornton 

 

SAINT BEDE THE VENERABLE (637-735) – SEVENTH CENTURY 

 

At the age of seven, Saint Bede was given by his relatives to the Abbot Benedict to 

be educated.  From that age on, he spent all of his life at that Monastery, except 

for a few brief visits to nearby sites.  Saint Bede spent his entire life in the 

Monastery, devoting himself to the study of scripture and to teaching and writing. 

 

Saint Bede became an extraordinary scholar, perhaps the most outstanding of his 

day.  He was deeply versed in all the sciences of his times; natural philosophy, the 

philosophical principles of Aristotle, astronomy, arithmetic, grammar, 

ecclesiastical history, THE LIVES OF THE SAINTS, and especially, Holy Scriptures. 

 

From the time of his ordination to the priesthood at 30 (he had been ordained 

Deacon at 19) till his death, he was ever occupied with learning, writing, and 

teaching.  Besides the many books that he copied, he composed 45 of his own, 

including 30 commentaries on books of the Bible. 

 

Saint Bede’s best known work is Historia Ecclesiastica, A History of the English 

Church and People, which he completed in 731.  It is an accurate account of 

Christianity in England up to 729 and is a primary source of Early English History 

used today. 

 

Other notable writings were, Commentary on Genesis, On the Tabernacle 

(Commentary on Exod. 24-30), On the Temple (On 3 Kings 5-7), On the First Book 

of Samuel, On the Song of Songs, Thirty Questions on the Book of Kings.  Among 

the many New Testament books on which he wrote, his On the Gospel of Luke, 

On the Acts of the Apostles, On the 7 Catholic Epistles, and On the Apocalypse are 

of special importance. 



In spite of what might appear as extreme isolation from the world, Saint Bede was 

one of the most influential people of his day in almost every area of human 

culture. 

 

He says of himself: “I have devoted my energies to a study of scriptures, observing 

monastic discipline, singing the daily services in church; study, teaching, and 

writing have always been my delight.” 

 

Called “The Venerable” to acknowledge his wisdom and learning, the title was 

formalized at the Council of Aachen in 853.  Saint Bede was canonized as Doctor 

of the Church  in 1899 by Pope Leo Xlll. He is Patron of English writers and 

Historians.  His Feast day is May 25th. 

 

In very poor health and becoming weak, Saint Bede continued to work diligently 

attempting to finish his translation of Saint Johns Gospel into Anglo-Saxton.  As he 

became weaker he called for the priests of the Monastery and asked for their 

prayers.  As he lay on the floor of his room, the Holy Brothers around him, 

together they began singing, “Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the 

Holy Ghost.  As in the beginning, so now, and forever.”  At that time he peacefully 

breathed his last. 

 

  Thank you for following our “STUDY OF THE SAINTS THROUGH THE 

CENTURIES.”  We will continue the series later on during the Winter.  

Remember that just about all of the Saints read about the lives of the 

Saints.  Saint Therese of Lisieux wrote, “I love to read the lives of the 

Saints…,the account of their heroic deeds inflames my courage and spurs 

me on to imitate them.” 

 

  

 

 


