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SAINT THOMAS AQUINAS (1224-1274) – THIRTEENTH CENTURY 

 

Saint Thomas Aquinas was a priest of the thirteenth century, a member of the newly established 

Orders of Preachers, The Dominicans.  He was a very quiet man, and inclined to scholarly research 

and writing.  For many years he taught theology at the University of Paris.  He was a prolific writer, 

keeping multiple secretaries busy simultaneously with his dictation.  He produced thousands of words 

every day of his adult life.  His most famous work is his great Summa Theologica, perhaps the most 

comprehensive systematic account of Christian theology ever written.  Today he is recognized by 

many as one of the greatest biblical theologians in history. 

 

At five years old Saint Thomas was sent to a Benedictine Abbey to receive his basic education.  

Eventually it was hoped by his family that he would become the Abbot of that influential monastery.  

There he learned of the contemplative life and there he fell in love with the Holy Scriptures. 

 

Later, while a university student at Naples, Saint Thomas took the habit of the preaching friars of 

Saint Dominic.  Like his contemporary, Saint Francis of Assisi, he felt the Christian Church needed to 

be revitalized through a return to the simple power of the Gospel message.  So he gathered around 

him a band of brothers dedicated to lives of poverty, preaching and unquestioning trust in God. 

 

When Saint Thomas joined this particular band in 1224, putting on the garb of a beggar, he greatly 

saddened and disappointed his family.  They had hoped he would return to Monte Cassino, a well-

appointed and richly endowed monastery, as a lordly Abbot.  Instead he had joined a strange group 

of radicals, throwing away his wealth, his title, and his position. 

 

On his way to Paris to begin his formal Dominican studies, Saint Thomas was kidnapped by his own 

brothers and forced to return to their family castle where he was locked in a tower and kept prisoner 

for almost two years.  Tradition has is that Saint Thomas used his time in the tower to commit entire 

scriptures to memory.  As incredible as that sounds, such a feat is not entirely out of question, given 

Saint Thomas’s prodigious mind.  According to some of his contemporaries, the thousands upon 

thousands of scripture quotes in his theological writings came not from research, but from memory.  

In time, his family relented and Thomas was released. 

 

Saint Thomas was a genius, but he was also a man who lived an intensely disciplined life.  His day 

began with two masses, one that celebrated, and a second at which he assisted, and then continued, 

almost without interruption, as a cycle of reading, teaching, and writing.  It is said that he dictated 

different works to as many as three secretaries at once, dealing with different topics, and rarely 

losing his train of thought.  He was a man absolutely on fire with the desire to know God. 



Saint Thomas wanted nothing more than Christ, nothing other than Christ, nothing less than Christ.  

He strove to walk in the path of discipleship and, in all of his writings, to show that path to others. 

 

Saint Thomas was canonized by Pope John XXII in 1323.  He also was also declared a Doctor of the 

Church.  His achievements as a writer and thinker, however, make us forget that he is also a saint.  

For it was from his daily life as a religious that his writings flowed; his humble obedience to his 

brethren; his devotion to Christ, always his first Master; and his frequent time in prayer, from which 

he said he learned even more than he did from books.   


